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CORONAVIRUS — ECONOMIC RECOVERY — VASSE 
Grievance 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [10.04 am]: My grievance is to the Premier, but I acknowledge that the Minister for 
Transport is taking the grievance. I flagged with the Premier’s office yesterday that I would raise issues about the 
last four budgets, the economic response to the COVID-19 pandemic, mental health and tourism infrastructure, so 
I hope that these issues can be addressed. I rise to speak on the need for the McGowan government to commit to 
investing in important facilities, infrastructure and services in the electorate of Vasse and to stop ignoring the needs 
of this region. According to Australian Bureau of Statistics data, pre-COVID, the Vasse electorate was one of the 
top four regional areas for growth in the country. The delivery of the McGowan government’s fourth budget highlighted, 
yet again, the government’s obvious and ongoing blind spot for the Vasse electorate. In the first budget, Vasse did 
not even rate a mention. There were plans for Albany, Bunbury and Collie, but no plan for the broader south west or 
the more than 40 000 residents in the electorate. At least the south west got a mention in a heading on a fact sheet in 
the second budget, but, again, the majority of funding went to Bunbury and Collie. The third and fourth budgets saw 
even more dedication of funding to Labor-held seats. Many projects in the Vasse electorate, which are of benefit to 
students, community members and the needs of the region, failed to receive funding, raising the obvious question 
about how a government can prioritise the people of one area over another. I acknowledge the progression of funds 
committed under the former government for the Cape Naturaliste College, and the federal government’s $68 million 
commitment towards the duplication of Bussell Highway as part of its $15 billion investment in this area, but the 
blatant exclusion of one region is galling in light of the investment the former government had made in important 
infrastructure across all of WA, including Labor-held seats, such as the $50 million investment in Coalfields Highway 
in Collie, which was also a SuperTown, and investment in regional health in many areas across the state. 

These are not Labor Party funds. These are taxpayer funds—funds that the people of the south west contribute, but 
funds that this government then decides they do not deserve to benefit from. Sadly, after four years of neglect, it 
has become unjust. The lack of funds for basic mental health, law and order and education is having an impact on 
the region. There are many concerns about the growing mental health issues in the region. When the McGowan 
government first came to office, the Mental Health Commission cut $89 000 from the mental health homelessness 
program that was delivered by Lamp—a cruel cut. It meant that the full-time position was halved, reducing the 
capacity to support mental health patients and people into housing. 

We need support to deal with juvenile mental health issues. Last week, we once again raised these issues with the 
Minister for Health’s office and sought support for a patient in Busselton’s emergency department over the weekend 
who was unable to find a bed in the region or in Perth. The minister’s office is very helpful, but this is no way to 
resolve an urgent health need. There are a range of concerns, but at the very least, an assessment must be done of 
the current demands for support for crisis care in this region. 

On law and order, the community calls for youth crime intervention officers to be split between Bunbury and 
Busselton. Having all four officers based in Bunbury falls well short of a good outcome. We need two dedicated 
officers in Busselton to support the lower south west region as well. 

In relation to school infrastructure, the undercover area at Dunsborough Primary School cannot accommodate 
760 students and the canteen does not meet City of Busselton health standards. It is no surprise, given the growth 
of this region, that sporting facilities are struggling to keep pace with growth. Busselton Amateur Basketball 
Association has more than 1 600 players and is turning prospective players away as there are only four courts for 
competition. The Dunsborough playing fields have seen an average 200 per cent increase in the number of players 
a year since 2010, and the Busselton Football and Sportsman’s Club at the Sir Stewart Bovell Park Sporting Complex 
does not have the capacity to provide showers for its female players. 

Busselton Margaret River Airport is another example of the government deliberately overlooking the value of the 
region, particularly the tourism industry, after talking up regional aviation in the lead-up to the state election. 
Despite claiming that regional aviation is a priority, upon being elected, the Premier’s first move was to hold up 
the development of this airport. The Minister for Regional Development looked at how the redevelopment could 
be “unpicked”. She held up the runway expansion for several months and then subsequently withdrew funding for 
the terminal upgrade. Our so-called minister for WA tourism removed the regional aviation project from the 
government’s two-year tourism strategy—so much for supporting regional aviation. The Minister for Tourism 
claimed that we had been sold a pup on the project and that it was not viable. Jetstar clearly disagreed and began 
scheduling flights.  

The south west economic recovery plan, which is part of the government’s $5.5 billion COVID economic response, 
somehow assumes that Vasse has been inoculated from the impacts of COVID. This has represented a missed 
opportunity to invest in a pipeline of tourism infrastructure projects and a chance to back up the federal government’s 
$13 million investment in the Busselton jetty project before the funds are lost altogether in December this year. 
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That is a plan to create the largest underwater observatory in the world at the end of Busselton jetty, a tourist attraction 
in what is currently the biggest grossing tourist destination outside Perth. It must be remembered that in 2008, 
when the Premier was the Minister for South West, he planned to sell off the Busselton foreshore and public open 
space to pay for a Busselton jetty upgrade. It was a short-sighted plan that, thankfully, was never realised. This is 
not a government for all Western Australians, but it can be. Western Australians should not have to vote Labor to 
get access to basic facilities. That is not how democracy in our state works. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [10.10 am]: I thank the member for Vasse for that 
quite bizarre grievance. Normally in a grievance, members ask ministers to address specific complaints or issues 
in their community. The member for Vasse’s portrayal that Busselton has been left to ruin while the rest of 
Western Australia is booming is completely false. Busselton is a beautiful place—absolutely beautiful. I have visited 
Busselton a few times over the past couple of years. Many of my friends have recently been to Busselton and they 
said that as a tourist destination, they had never seen it busier nor small businesses doing better.  

This whole idea that somehow the government is neglecting a particular part of Western Australia is completely 
false. The reason that the Premier is otherwise occupied is that the topic that was sent was “Investment in Vasse”. 
That was it. I will go through some of the investments that the government is making in that area. I will try to 
address the specific health and education issues raised by the member. The member for Vasse talked down her 
electorate and claimed that the Premier tried to sell off—what? The coastline? I do not believe that. I do not believe 
that when the Premier was the Minister for South West, he tried to sell off parts of the beach. That does not ring 
true. The grievance was a scripted attack on the government and it failed to acknowledge anything that the 
government has done in the member’s electorate. 

I will start with the lack of credit afforded to the government for Bussell Highway. The member for Vasse did not 
acknowledge the government one bit. I find that it is better to tell the truth in politics because a negative portrayal 
of everything does not hold true. I am sure that the people of Vasse have respected how the Premier has handled 
the COVID pandemic. I know that many, particularly those in the accommodation and tourism sectors, understand 
that the management of the COVID pandemic in this state has helped places like Busselton to continue to grow 
and expand, which will hopefully allow small businesses to thrive. Bussell Highway is an example. The previous 
government had eight and a half years to do something about that road. During those eight and a half years, traffic 
on that highway significantly increased, but the previous government did nothing. The member for Vasse was 
a member of the former government, but she did nothing. When we won government — 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): Member, grievances are heard in silence. The member for Vasse 
was heard in silence, so I would appreciate it if we could hear the minister in silence. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The former Minister for Transport admitted that the Liberal government did nothing about 
Bussell Highway. When we came to government, all of a sudden the Liberal Party, which did nothing about the road 
during its term in government, said that fixing that road was an urgent. We worked to secure funds. We funded works 
last year to ensure that if were successful in our lobbying to get federal funds, we could start works straightaway, 
and that work is underway. 

The Bunbury Outer Ring Road will also benefit the people of Busselton. It is an $800 million investment in that 
area, which the member for Vasse failed to acknowledge. The idea that somehow Busselton has been ignored is 
completely false. 

As I understand it, every primary school in the area is getting upgrades as a result of one of the government’s recovery 
packages. We are also, of course, investing in a number of areas in health. I will talk about the government’s investments 
in education. The member for Vasse noted investment in new school buildings at Cape Naturaliste College, but 
she gave the credit for that to the former government. This government has invested funds in Busselton Primary 
School, Busselton Senior High School, Cape Naturaliste College, Cowaramup Primary School, Dunsborough Primary 
School, Geographe Education Support Centre, Geographe Primary School, Vasse Primary School and West Busselton 
Primary School. I can tell members that during the eight years that I was in opposition, the schools in my electorate 
never got a look-in under the former government. The member for Vasse should not come in here and talk about 
taxpayer funds when the Liberal–National government ignored huge areas that voted Labor. We have invested in 
primary schools across the state, including Vasse Primary School. The grants program administered by the Minister 
for Regional Development supports local businesses in the Vasse region. 

I love Busselton jetty. I put on record my support for the team of volunteers and others who run that project. It is 
very well run. It was a fantastic experience for my kids, who loved it. One of the best playgrounds that I have seen 
in my entire life is on the Busselton foreshore, which I acknowledge was redeveloped under the previous government. 
I do not know whether any other member has experienced that playground. It is incredible. I would probably go 
as far as to say that it is right up there as the best playground in the Southern Hemisphere. 
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Vasse is a place of enormous opportunity. It has a lot of entrepreneurial small businesses. It is a beautiful place. The 
whole idea that the government has ignored Vasse is wrong. The future of the jetty is going through a market-led 
proposal process with the Minister for Regional Development. I have outlined the government’s investment in 
schools. A number of grants have been given to a number of non-government organisations in the area of mental 
health. We acknowledge that more can always be done in mental health across the state. This type of grievance does 
not achieve much; rather, it shows the negative frame of mind of many members of the opposition. 
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